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FMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 


The latest available statistics from various seurces, which cffer some 
indication of the movement of Employment and Jnerpleyment throughout Australia, have 
been issued by the Commonwealth Statisticiane 


I. INDEX CF EMELCYMENT. 


In view of the smallness of the proporticn of wage-earners covered by 
the trade union returns as to unemployment, and of doubts as to whether they were in- 
dicative of the degree of unemployment among all wage-earners, it was decided at the 
Premiers’ Conference in June, 1933, that State Statisticians should co-cperate with 
the Commonwealth Statistician in compiling an Index of Employment by using data from 
the Census of 30th June, 1933, as the starting pointe 


The repert of the Conference referred to the matter in the following 
terms i= 


"The Commenwealth called attention to the need for a more reliable 
system of measuring unemployment in Australias The present figures were based 
on returns from trade unions which cover only 20% cf the tetal employment. The 
degree of reliance to be placed upon the figures was uncertain. i direct 
quarterly census of unemployment was estimated to cost £100,000 per annume 
Failing a good direct measure of unemployment, the best resource was a measure 
based on information obtained from employers and other sources.” 


The work cof collecting adequate sample returns of employment was 
undertaken by the State Statisticians, and it is possible from the data thus obtained 
to make available progress results for each of the States and for hustralia covering 
sections of employment, and indexes of employment covering all sections cof employment 
in New South Wales and Queensland. 


Indexes of employment in factories and in retail shops are shown below 
for all States and for Australiae 


ANNUAL INDEX OF FACTCRY EMPLOYMENT. 
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1928-29 10C 100 100 100 
1929-30 90 96 G5 87 
| 1930-31 71 80 84 65 
| 1931-32 via) 82 , 80 65 
1932-33 77 | 92 83 72 
1933-34 85 + 100 ‘78 
| 1934-35 97 | (a)108 (a) 94 
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(a) Preliminary figures subjectto revisione 


Taking the year 1928-29 as the base year (=100) the indexes shown in the 
above table indicate the course of factcry employment during the past ten years, and 
the progress through the depression years and subsequent periods cf recovery. Without 
regard to the increase in population, there is evidence hat the pre-depression level 
was reached for Australiaas a whole in 1934~35e In Victoria and Tasmania it was 


Le /exceeded 


exceeded, while New South Wales at 97 was within 3 per cent. of that levele Queensland 
came next with 94, followed by South Australia with 91 and Western Austpalia with 85¢ 


Wage earners dependent on factory employment represent approximately 20 
per cent of total persons dependent on employment in the Commonwealth. The relative 
proportions and the rates of increase in relation to total employment vary between 
Statese Since 1928-29, population has increased on the average by about 5 per cent. 
over the whole periode 


The following table shows the monthly index of factory employment for 
each State and for Australia during the year ending June, 1935, and for the six months 
ending December, 1935-6 


MONTHLY INDEX QF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - 1934~35— 366 
(Base: Average for Year 1928-29 = 100). 


New S | oe B) wy, Oe | go 
ia ew South Wietoeiwle ens4 South ”; Western Tasmania | AUSTRALIA 





Wales land ‘Australia| Australia| 
1934~ July 90 104 90 | 84 -s v9 ol 93 
August 92 105 94 | 86 80 94 95 
September 93 105 96 | 86 83 95 96 
October 96 107 98 | 88 B5 97 98 
November 98 109 95 | 87 84 99 99 
December 98 108 92 | 89 85 102 99 
1935- January a5 106 88 | 90 85 1CT7 97 
February 98 110 90 88 88 AER 100 
March oe 100 112 94 92 89 109 102 
April e« eigen fa 95 97 91 106 + 108 
May os 101 109 95 101 91 108 102 
June se 101 109 97 102 90 106 103 
July ee g 101 169 99 100 87 104 103 
August 103 110 99 98 88 105 103 
September g 105 Lil 99 102 91 104 105 
October gf 106 114 102 102 92 106 107 
November ¢ 108 114 104 99 93 108 108 
December g 110 115 103 102 96 110 109 
1936- January 105 = a a = = - 
February g 105 - oa = = ~ - 
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pg Preliminary. Based on sample factories. Subject to revision when 
complete returns are available. 


26 /MONTHLY INDEX, 


MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL STORES., 
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Month South \Victoria pueens- | South | Western Tasmania| °1% 
land Australia|Australia STATES 

1933 - July 100 100 | 100 10¢ 
fugust os 99 Le? 93 98 
September 97 102 | 93 | oe, 
October «+s °7 09 sa5 | 100 
November os 100 1090 96 104 
December eo. Lalo 108 106 14 
1934 - January o- LOC | 103 108 5 
February a» 99 Lez 99 105 | 104 
March 9s 100 102 98 107 | 104 
April ns 100 103 100 105 | 104 
May o> £O2> i 208 Ol. | SOR ees 
June oe 103 104 100 105 | 106 
July bi 104 106 104 107 LeLO7 
August =e 103 102 102 105 LOS 
September 103 103 100 106 107 
October ee g 204 108 104 104 109 
November «+ g 105 107 104 7 OT" ae 
December ve g 116 118 119 | 119 124 
1935 - January e- 109 | # 106 108 109 hr. EO | ees 
February o> 112 19 106 107 103 | 108 | 112 
March =e 109 | ¥ 105 107 OS. PROT TEE 
April <n ge Ta 105 108 103 | 107 tie 
May oe PUSIAG 106 j; 109 106 OF ales 
June os Uee OTe HObr 9 PSL 107 | 106 | 114 
July os 116 107 107 111 109 115 
August ss 113 108 | 109 | 105° | “Reg. eee 
September 113 104. ip fae 1060 | X07 114 
October a 115 GOP.) de 4) 26g elon es 
November e« 119 5 | 109 ai 





December ee 


| 106 | 115 : 230" leeen 
2 2 1.20 ; | 


g The relatively high rate of employment in these months coincides 
with the Centenary celebrations. 
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The number of establishments in respect of which returns are obtained are - 
New South Wales, 533; Victoria, 193; Queensland, 120; South Australia, 35; Western Aus- 
tralia (not stated); Tasmania, 14. No adjustment has been made in the indexes on account’ 
of increased populatione 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, and 
from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax, and returns 
collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales 
has prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on 
employment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index of employment and unemployment among men Wage and salary earnerse 
The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance 
Contributions and other sources. The results are given below - 


/NEW SOUTH WALES », 
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Percentages of Employment and Unemployment - All available wage-earners - 
(a) Includin ng_and excluding the full- time. 5 ediivalent of men eng ap od 


part-time on rei nei iet. “workss, 
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(a) Including full time equi- (bd) Excluding full time equi- 
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6) ee me AE a aes een Bhan ok Dre ms Se see ee. 1305 aS cated ae a =: peas) pc 
1934 = June es Blak 1859 | FEE LO! 2240 

| 
1935 ~ June es 8626 | L3e4 | 8367, 16.3 
Suan ae BT a2 | 12.8 | 8403 | L5e7 
* August 83.0 £250 Goes 1429 
September B92 Nee | 8605 | 1420 
October 896 10-4 | 87.40 | a6 
November 90.3 9.7 878 | eae, 
December | 9262 78 | 8907 | 1003 

| ! i 
| 1936 - January B88al ideo x 85.9 | Lak 








The indexes have been adjusted to allow for an estimated increase of le 
per cent- per annum in the number of persons dependent on employment. At the Census of 
30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment returned themselves as unemployed 
by reason of illness, accident, etco or "voluntarily". This number, represonting 168 
per cent. of all persons dependent on employment, is excluded from the above indoxes, 
which relate to percentages of available wage-carners employed and unemployede 
The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,C00 in June, 19333 
519,000 in June, 1934; 567,000 in June, 1935, and 590,000 in January, 19360 


Employment and Unemployment among Men Wege anc Salary Earnerse (in 
terns of flan ime “omploymens 
and unemployment») 
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Employed | Unemployed | Employed | Unemployed 
ae ad us ~ CSS EP ey rae es DT RT RN 2 ee Sk eS 
Average 1929 +. 8949 | Lied | 148 , 340 16,660 
ROSOr Ga 864 | 13.6 244,630 | 22,850 
PS eee T7122 2208 | 131,270 38,730 
Rees? 3s 77.8 ae 134,13¢ 38 y 320 
W933 «0 79.8 2002 139,720 35,310 
ss 1934 +. B49 earn 150,870 | 26,800 
ig Sho ae 89.0 | 11.0 160, 51¢ 19.82 
3 months ended - 
June, 1934 06 85.0 | 1500 | 5 OMe 26,640 
June, 1935 o« 8909 LOol aes: Lee ro 
July ul os 895k | 10.9 160, Ti | 19,680 
August " = os 88.8 | ce | nares: | 204179 
September, 1935 89.0 Lie 161,060 | 19,820 
October, 3h 90,1 | 949 | 163, ee a O70) 
November, f 90.6 | Qo4 | 164, au 7,98 
December, ; 91.3 | B07 L656 7840 | os 720 
January, 1936 g 9105 | B25 e 166,390 | 15,400 


ee ee 


og The full-time equivalent of relief work (included as employment) was 
approximately 8,780 mene Without this work the Me ESS unemployed 
would have been 13e3. 


“The percentages and numbers employed and unemployed have been adjusted 


for increase in men dependent on employment. 
be /BUTLDING PERMITS. 


BUILDING PERMITS. 


MICE TI Sea EID 


A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by 
Building Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed buildings 


and repairs. 


The following tables give details of the value of Building Permits issued 
in the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods showne 
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1928-29 (a) as LY 455, 449 4,902,928 (b)1,932,887 24, 291, 264 
1929-30 (a) ae 11,057,069 | 3,098,700 (b)1,741,29% 15,897,060 
1930-31 (a) ae 1,989,167 1,547,005 | (b) 799,245 4,335,417 
1931-32 as 1,533,325 1,848, 257 1,225, 680 4,607,262 
1932-33 as 3,185,679 1,503,877 2,161,846 6,851,402 
1933-34 ek 6,105,369 2,194,162 2,885,378 11,184,909 
1934-35 os 9,606,533 3,829,676 4,173,041 17,610,590 
Quarter ending - 
March, 1935 oe 2,436,466 942,604 1,110,558 4489, 628 
June, Re Coe 25936,510 1,271, 694 1,180,786 5, 388,990 
| September " es 3,428,704 1,275,712 1,088,729 5, 7935145 
' December we DTT os beL 941,246 | 1,159,741 4,880 , 508 











(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney; (b) Exclusive of Sydney and Suburbse 


BUILDING PERMITS IN CAPITAL C: 
Gn: “EACH | “STATE 


CITINS AND SUBURBS 











| Sydney | Melbourna [Brisbane |Adelaide Perth 
and and and and and 
s Suburbs |Suburbs__ JjSuburbs _ Suburbs 

£'C00 | aa £' 000 £'000 

1928~29 en 7,661 5440 | 1,807 2,018 

1929-30 ee 55576 | canis 1,158 lgosa 

1930-31 oe 1,434 1,098 | 9314 393 

1931-32 ee 1,861 876 217 596 

1932-33 ee 23068 193 400 432 

1933-34 e.« 4,218 by Q5L 617 988 

1934-35 ee 5,604 j; 1,654 | 1,164 1,354 
2935; = 

March Quarter 1,361 330 Sieh: 346 

June : > 1,766 521 306 S37 

September" 1,788 574 304 505 

December " 1,647 533 Bobo ole, aseo 








& Exclusive of Bit of Sydney and valus of alterations and satetione in 
Sydney and Suburbs. 


TI. UNEMPLOYMENT, Ist Quarter, 19365 

The figures relating tc unemployment among members of Trade Unions are 
similar to those published quarterly in the past, and sre derived from returns furnished 
by Trade Unicnse 


The number of trade unionists represented in the returns, from which the 
following figures have been derived, is normally about half the total, Generally, it 
may be said that the returns of unemployment include little informaticn about rural 
employment, so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly with the 
season, though the food preserving industries have some effect in this connections 
total unemployment in the country, however, may be affected a good deal by the crop 
seasonse 


The 


The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions for 
justralia: as a whole for each quarter from the 2nd Quarter of 1932, when unemployment 
was at its maximum, to the lst Quarter of 1936, are as follows:- 


/AUSTRALT A. 


5e 


AUSTRALIA. 


1932 - 2nd Quarter eo 30.0 per cente 
4th sy oe Si Vea ¥ 
1933 _ ist bh eo PA SK 3) U: a 
2nd us oe Osean ‘i 
3rd 5 we ake ya es 
4th : = Baw St 
1934 a icc W on PANES] ui uy 
end " a> PAC a) " x 
3rd “ ae 20ete oS 
4th 2 ay tear 
1935 = lst u ae Lego) c 
ena u ae Ups} a tt 
3rd ul a SAG, MM 2 
4th ” we Ler oe ™ 
1936 = lst Le ae isi u " 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of February, 1936. 


The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak point 
(30°) in unemployment attained in the 2nd Quarter of 1932, after an almost continuous 
rise since 1929, when the rate was 9.3 per cent» After remaining fairly constant at 
2820 per cente to 2853 per cent. for three quarters - from Augusi, 1931, to February, 
1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion of unemployment 
in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent» of the membership- 


From the peak, the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand 
in the third quarter of 1932, and in the two quarters following, the improvement was 
much more marked, amounting to 15 per 1,000 in the fourth quarter of 1932, and 16 per 
1,000 in the first quarter of 1933. The improvement continued until unemployment stood 
at 13.4 per cent. for February, 1936. This is the lowest percentage of unemployment 
since November, 1929, when it was 13.1 per cent. Since the maximum point in May, 1932, 
the rate of unemployment has diminished by 16.6 per cente, or 166 per 1,000 members, 
de@e, from 30.0 in May, 1932, to 13.4 per cent. in February, 1936. 


This improvement since the 2nd Quarter of 1932 has been experienced in all 
the States in the following order (per 1,000 members):- South Australia, 230; Western 
Australia, 2C0; Victoria, 169; Tasmania, 163, New South Wales, 1603; Queensland, 114. 
The more recent improvement during the lst Quarter, 1936, over the previous quarter was 
shared by four States in the following order, per 1,000 members:- Tasmania, 263; South 
Australia, 253 Western Australia, 18; Victoria, 5e The figures for New South Wales and 
Queensland showed slight rises of 2 per 1,000 members and 8 per 1,000 members, respect~ 
ivelye 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appendede 


AUSTRALIA - Number and Membership of Trade Unions reporting, and Number 
and Percentage of Unemploved = Ist Quarter, 1929, to Ist Quarter, 1936. 
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Quarter |Quarter |Quarter {Quarter |Quarter |Quarter {Quarter |Quarter 
= | _1929 32 1935 |1935_ |1935 | is 
Number of Unions BD 396 394 394 | 396 395 395 394 
Membership ae 420,756 413,742 [415,559 [422,113 [433,116 (438,216 |439,165 |445, 294 
Unemployed - 
Number Ae | 39,159 [124,068 }106,652); 88,413] 80,548) 69,575 





3009 | 2567 2009 | 1806 
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STATES - Percentage of Members of Trade Unions re returned as Unemployed 
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in each State  - “= ist Quarter, 1 Cee to ost. Ss oste* 


. ist) 2nd oud | ond | lst | Srd | 4th | ee | 
STATE Quarter |Quarter Quarter Quarter |Quarter Quarter 
. | tL A239 Lo 



















Quarter |Quarter 
























1929 1932 1933 1934 L 1935 | 1936 
is ( /> | /e (2) (} 
New South Wales ee 3362 | 2906 2520 | Dac 0) | SAA 
Victoria se etl: PAG) LSe.0 | SNe ILE is} | 108 
Queensland ce 19.9 566 12.7 je 7.7 | Bed 
South Australia es 3502 Gee 25.4 | 20 Lae Vee 
Western Australia 5063 26.0 18.3 | 15 Hie dey 
Tasmania < | 27.4 19.0 17.9 é aye ey Meme als ak 
{ Para: i : 
TOTAL: | 30.0 | 25.7 | 20.9 oe 7 
SS eee ee re cre ee 





The above returns are compiled and published substantially on the basis 
that has been adopted in regard tc Trade Union returns since 1911. It is to be nected, 
however, that the returns relate to members of trade unions embracing only about 20 per 
cente of wage-earners, and that fcr scme States these constitute a mcre representative 
sample of employment than for others. The percentages include persons unemployed from 
all causes, other than those unemployed directly as a result of industrial disputes. 
They may be interpreted as relating to the percentages of the members of unions making 
returns who are not, according to the records or knowledge of the unicn Secretary, 
employed within union callings. 


The percentages do not exactly represent tha proportion of total unemploymen 
in Australia as a whole, though Census data and other records indicate that they give a 
reasonable picture of the development of the unemployment crisis in Australia and the 
recovery therefrom. 


In view of the very definite nature of the information on which the indexes 
ef employment and unemployment fcr New South Wales, and those relating to men for Queens~ 


land, are base , these indaxes should be the most accurate record available of unemployme: 
in these Statese 
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